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THE ISSUE OF INADEQUATE LEGAL
SUPPORT

Disabled children in conflict with the
law face significant barriers in accessing legal
aid and proper interpreters, primarily due to
socio-economic constraints and lack of aware--
ness among their parents or caregivers. This
lack of support undermines their rights and the
potential for fair legal representation.

A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE ON
DISABILITY

With over 1.3 billion people globally
experiencing significant disability, the issue takes on
an international dimension. Among these,
approximately 240 million are children. The
statistics in India reflect a concerning trend with a
notable increase in juvenile crimes, yet there is no
specific demarcation for the number of juvenile
offenders who are disabled.
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A MODEL LAW FOR THE
FUTURE

The "Child with Disabilities (Rights,
Support, and Protection) Bill, 2023" is
proposed as a model law. It focuses on
ensuring equal access to legal protection for
disabled children with specific conside-
rations for their unique needs and
circumstances. This includes provisions for
accessible facilities, sign language
interpreters and the presence of guardians
or support persons during legal
proceedings. The model law also
emphasizes the need for specialized
rehabilitation and support services for
disabled children in conflict with the law.
These services should address their
educational, vocational, and psychosocial
needs, aiding in their reintegration into
society.

CONCLUSION: A CALL TO
ACTION

The critical assessment by Jaydeep
Findoria and Prof (Dr) Debarati Halder
brings to light the urgent need for special
legislation to protect disabled children in
conflict with the law. The existing legal
framework's inadequacies in addressing
their unique needs call for immediate action.
The proposed amendments and the draft of
the model law serve as a blueprint for
creating a more inclusive and fair legal
system for disabled children. It's a call to
action for policymakers and society at large
to ensure that these vulnerable children
receive the justice and support they
rightfully deserve.
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